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 Partnership

In a partnership, two or more people share ownership of a single business. Like proprietorships, the law does not distinguish between the business and its owners. The partners should have a legal agreement that sets forth how decisions will be made, profits will be shared, disputes will be resolved, how future partners will be admitted to the partnership, how partners can be bought out, or what steps will be taken to dissolve the partnership when needed.
Many partnerships split up at crisis times. They also must decide up front how much time and capital each will contribute, etc.
Advantages of a partnership
1. Partnerships are relatively easy to establish; however partners should develop the partnership agreement.
2. With more than one owner, the ability to raise funds may be increased.
3. The profits from the business flow directly through to the partners' personal tax returns.
4. Prospective employees may be attracted to the business if given the incentive to become a partner.
5.	The business usually will benefit from partners who have complementary work skills.
Disadvantages of a partnership
1. Partners are jointly and individually liable for the actions of the other partners.
2. Profits must be shared with others.
3. Since decisions are shared, disagreements can occur.
4. The partnership may have a limited life; it may end upon the withdrawal or death of a partner. There exist different types of partnerships:

1. General partnership
Partners divide responsibility for management and liability, as well as the shares of profit or loss according to their internal agreement. Equal shares are assumed unless there is a written agreement that states differently.
2. Limited partnership and partnership with limited liability "Limited" means that most of the partners have limited liability (to the extent of their investment) as well as limited management decisions, which generally encourages investors for short term projects, or for investing in capital assets. This form of ownership is not often used for operating retail or service businesses. Forming a limited partnership is more complex and formal than that of a general partnership.
3. Joint venture
Joint venture acts like a general partnership, but it is formed for a limited period of time or a single project. If the partners in a joint venture repeat the activity, they will be recognized as a continuing partnership and distribute accumulated partnership assets upon dissolution of the entity.
Main Features of a partnership:
(+) Easy to organize, but needs agreement
(+) Partners receive all income
(-) Partners have unlimited liability
(-) Partners may disagree
(-) Life of business may be limited

Vocabulary
partnership – товарищество, партнерство (некорпорированная фирма, которой владеют и которой управляют два лица или более)
general partnership – компания с неограниченной ответственностью
limited partnership – товарищество с ограниченной ответственностью
to distinguish – различать, проводить различие
to set forth – излагать, формулировать
legal agreement – юридическое соглашение
complementary – добавочный, дополнительный
capital assets – 1) основные фонды (машины, здания, сооружения, оборудование и т. п.); 2) оборотные средства
retail – розничная продажа
to the extent of – до размера, в пределах
share – доля, часть; квота; акция
withdrawal – уход 
joint venture – совместное предприятие
to dissolve the partnership – аннулировать, расторгать партнерство
dissolution of the entity – ликвидация экономического объекта

	Задание 1. Answer the questions on the text:
1. What is a partnership?
2. What is the difference between the limited partnership and general partnership?
3. What are the advantages of partnership?
4. What are the disadvantages of partnership?
5. What is a joint venture?
6. What should partners have to be able to run their business?


	Задание 2. Translate into English. Use may/might.
1. Возможно, я оставил ключи в кармане пиджака. 2. Наверное, он уже ушел в кафе и ждет нас там. 3. Он, вероятно, ждет нас в кафе. 3. Возможно, мы полетим на самолете. Мы еще не решили. 4. Может быть, фильм еще не закончился. 5. Возможно, вы уже смотрели этот фильм. 6. Возможно, мы посмотрим этот фильм сегодня вечером. 7. Возможно, они смотрят фильм или слушают радио. 8. Может быть, он никогда не видел живого крокодила. И поэтому так испугался. 9. Возможно, когда мы поедем в Южную Америку, я увижу живого крокодила. 10. Возможно, в тот вечер они болели за свою любимую футбольную команду. Поэтому было так шумно.




